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ThePrxxzrace tothe Reader. 


» Mpedocles of Agrigentum , being demanded 
SE Why "was ſo bard to finde ont a wiſe man ? 
2 1 gave this reaſon, Becauſe ( ſaid be) none 
SZ can find one ont, who is not ſo himſelf : there- 
tk by inferring , that unleſi there be a proportion 
| between the Ohjed. and the Power, it will never 
| '? be able to prodgce the Effefts flowing from it. 
.  Upontbis ground it may be well concluded, tbat "tir impoſſible 
for any to give a #rue Deſcription of Eternity, who bath no ſubſi- 
tence but in Time 3 and certamnly, although fome Spirits ( ſubli- 
mated by the daily Cimtemplation of Eternal things ) may per- 
hops be able to ſhew ſome imperfelt ldea's of thoſe perfect 
Beauties wherean they areenamonred ) yet "tir: a meer. extrava- 
Lance in me ( who bave imployed the belt\part of my time in quoſt 
of tranſitory and fading things) to undertake the handling of a 
ſubje, which cann:t be worthily expreſſed by leſs than an Angel, 
wor be conceived in tbis life by Humane kind. 
 Whilk Hannibal wa with the King Antiochus i» Epheſus, 
where they were baſied in making preparation for a War again(t 
the Romans, be was invited by fome of the great Kings Favou- 
rites , #0 bear ane Phormio a Philoſopher read a Lefiure of Mi- 
litary Diſcipline, and the Duty of a General ; and having per- 
formed it with the applanſe of all tbe Auditory, Hannibal being 
demanded bis opinzon of the man, anſwered, That be had in- 
deed formerly ſeen divers mad men, but never any one ſo mad as 
Phormio, who having never viewed Troops on their march, never 
ſpent one night in 4be Trenches, or performed the leaſt Duty of a 
Scnl dier , would notwithſtanding taks upon bimſelf to order ain 
Army, and preſcribe Kules unto a General, 

k is certainly much eaſier to comprebend all Military Knows 
ledge, which is contained in the finite number of ſowe Precepts 
Grawn from Reaſon and Experience , than fathom the bottomleſ 
AbRof ETERNITY, which holds no proportion at all 
with the narrow limits and ſhallowneſs of Humane Reaſon , and 
conſequently to undertake the handling of this Subjeft , is a much 
greater madneſs than that of Phormio. A2 This 


To the Reader. 


This being ſo, I doubt net bat tbere will be ſome, who, un 
ſatisfied with whit I ſhall ſet down, will queſtion upon wha 
Gronn1s I have adventured to publiſh my Conceptions upon Eter. 
nity, ſo many exect! nt Pens having already implcyed themfthu; 
i the decyphering of it 3 and wilt endude » that as bis errogy 
is to be pitied, who, contrary to bis expeftation, fails _( by the 
weakacſ of bis forces) to perform what be hath »-dertaken\ þ 
his madneſi is inexcuſable, who undirtzke s what bimſelf knony 
is #0t to be performed. I will not go abont to juſtifie my. ſ; 
againft their reprebenſions , which perhaps have truth for the 
foundation : all 1 ſhall ſay is," 1 bave wrizren this only for my 
own private uſe, that I might at times of lesſure view the Diſco: 
veries 1 bave made of that Conntry to which I tend; and on 
which, Time, at the ſhutting in of my Lives courſe, 'will land 
me : And I bave publiſhed it, not 4s conceiving 1 could better 
what others have before orien, but out of an opinion that my 
Conceits (though ſhort of what hath been delivered) might bi 
the Humour of ſome one or other \, and waken bim from that Le 
thargie wherein the World bolds the moſt part of men during 
their lives, that be may look, about in time, and provide himſelf 
For that Etcrnal Habitation. Thoſe who are flung with the Ta- 
rautula, cannot be cared but by Mxfick > and I have heard, that 


*tis #0t always the beſt Tunes help the diſeaſed Patients, but ſuch 
as (hows extravagant ſoever) ſympathize moſt with their Incli- 


HAations. 


Reader ! Having given thee this account of ” elf, Tproceed 
r 


briefly to ſet down the ſubſtance of this ſhort Treatiſe. In the 
firſt place , TI ſhall endeavour to let thee know what Eternity is 3 
#1 the ſecond, to deſcribe whas our condition will be in it 3 and in 
the laſt place, to ſet down ſuch Rules as may ( being obſerved) 
render us perfefily bappy in that fixed condition wherein Eternity 
will place w. All IT require of thee is, That if thou approve not 
what 1 write, thou wilt ( at leaſt) approve the good will where- 
with "tis written 


Farewel. 
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A DISCOURSE 


Eternitie, «. 


p Ne of the Maximes wherein Philoſophers 

> (notwithſtanding the many different O- 
DSSET pmions among them) do accord,is this ; 
| Nibil eſt in Inteletiu, quod nou prin fuit 
» i Senſun. That is , Nothing 1s in our 
Underftanding , which hath not firſt 
gained its admittance through the Sen- 
ſes. Our Souls,during the time of their 
impriſonment in our Bodies, ſeem to be ſo narrowly coopt up 
by our Senſes, who guard all the Avenues by which any intel- 
ligence of the great Workmanſhips of Nature may be con- 
veyed to them , that they get notice of nothing (ave what is 
brought to them by their mediation. 

Well may the exteriour Objects (affifted by the Suns light) 
fill the Air with the repreſentation of, their ſeveral Peczes 3 but 
the Underftanding will not be able to know any thing either 
of their (hape, or colour, uolefs they paſs thorow the Eye into 
the common Senſe, and be thence tranſmitted to the Fan- 
Cic. 

The warbling Choriſters of the Air may well cauſe both the 
Woods and Valleys eccho with _ melodious faunds ood 
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ſenſe of their s poor facies (hall con« 
vey unto"us. e& Mona ſurpaſhng Abaſy 
erw in the riches and extent of his Dominions, thould un. 
people the three Elements'to furniſh ont a ſumptuous Feat, 
that might ſhew forth the greatneſs of his magpiticence 3 wr 


were not able to diftingui oxo6 tho exquiſite Daintics, 
and delicious Wines, haniwhat ogs Taſtcs ſhould & 
Qate to us. ol "ge ode 

In fine, our Souls , notwithſtanding their immaterial ſub- 
ſtance, and the facultics of Will and Ulnder{tanding, wheirchy 
they think themſelves equal to the Celeſtjal Spirits, (were byt 
thoſe Gates dammed'up whereof our Senfes are. the Porters) 
would ( like the tians  durin ot= 5304 darkne( 
wherewith God plagued them ) % foreed to fir (til 4 wor 
could the” heavenly gifts of Reaſoning Arid Reſolving aval 
them ought towards the diſcovery of 'Iruth os Goodnch, 
which are the onely Objedts of their Furtions. Y 

The Spots we now diſcover in the Sun, the. Vallcys in the 
Moon, and Stars that move in, an Epicycle about, the Planet 
Fupiterhad been eternally concealed ftxom all Mankinde, had 
not the invention of Galileus. PerſpeRives, by aiding the 
weakneſs of our Sight, diſcovered them unto our Eyes. And 
I am verily perſwaded, .thatallthoſe, rare Effects oft Nature 
which we now attribute to Sympathy, to Antipathy, or other 
occult Caufes, are indeed onely Material qualities, but too ſubs 
tile to be perceived by our Senſes: which is the cauſe that all 
our rareſt Wits are at a fault inqueſt of them,and pay us onely 
with Obfcure Terms in ſtead of Truth. 

ETERNITY. alone, is that can,never fall to be the ob- 
ject of our Senſes ; the intiaity of gs Duratiqn cannot be comy 
prehended by their hnite-powers 3 and Time doth hurry us 
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nature. gf LFrermey, 5c. 5 
away ſo faſt over the Race our Mortality, that we havenoc 
the 1:aſare to contemplate. its ſjable Frank not {ubje& to 
thoſ: Laws of Ruige by yhich heaven and. carth ſhall one day 
p:riſh. This Truth is cxgclJently;confirmed-unto us by the 
Apoſtle, when be (aith, that neitber, exe bath ſean, ear heaxd, 
jor hath it entred into the beart of man, to conceive the exc 

cies of what God hath prepared in ſtore for thoſe that fear bim. 
ETERNITY is ſurely one of, the mol} precious of all 
thole Bicſings 3 and the Ariſegion, 0x Nimicr: holy 0 much, re- 
powned in the Greek, Church, as a Hymn delivered to them by 
the mouths of Angels , Sandtns Dems, ſanitns Fortis, ſaniius 
Inmortal;#, pats Tn1mortality in the lat place, as complement 
of the Divine pertc&ions. A 

When Moſes, moved with a holy Curioſity, defied he might 
beho!d the (ace of God, he was anſwered, .it-was impoſſible to 
ſee that and live ; All this beloved, Patriarch, could obtain, 
was liccn(c to; yiew the glory of his hinder ,parts wn: paſſing 
by. And what is thereby meant, fave onely this : That we 
may bc permitted here on earth to contemplate the Divine 
Pert-&ons in the Creatures, which are the laſt and meaneft 
eff:&s of his Power ,- being produced during the contjpuance 
of flecting Time 5 but that all ſolid Joys, together with his 
Beatitical Viſion, are reſerved onely for ſuch as fix theis habis 
tations in the bleſk dwelling of ETERNITY, 

S. Paul, b:ing through ſpecial favour rapt into the third 
heaven, that he, might take a taſte of thole Celeſtial pleaſures, 
thinks it not lawful to utter the Arcaue;, that is, the ſublime 
and hidden things which he leaxged there, | The greateſt 
height we can attain unto whilſt we are hers, is to cofitem» 
plate the Mylteries, which ſhall be thexe revealed, per Specrizne 
i" exigmate , through a Glaſs, in a dark Riddle, What is this 
Glals, but Faith , by whoſe aſſiſtance ous faint Eyes are able 
without dazling to, look upon the Sun.of, Teuth;.everr God 
himſelf, and expound.:\thoſe Riddles that. paſs. the [rtachiof 
humane underſtanding. P4. oo Mf 13 rr ning, Ti 
- Relying therefore, upon this Guide; 1 ſhall begin'to'ſearch 
into the nature of ETERNIT Y , becauſe her Maximes 
ate like a Clue of Thacd let down from heaven, to lead - 
: B 2 witt 
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4 A Dffconrſe upon-the | 
with ſecurity and humbleneſs into the underſianding of pj. 
vine Myſteries 3 that ſo we may not firay in the wilde Mz, 
of Self-opinion.,” wherein the greateſt part of humane kind: 
do wander endlefly, and loſe themſelves at laſt, being intrap, 
ped in the pernicious ſnares of over-weening Pride, or (tupid 
Ignorance. , | n 

When the Divines endeavour to deſcribe the Deity unto us, 
they make us of three ſorts of Attributes : the Firſt, as = 
call them, Negative 3 the Second, Retative 3 and the Third, 
Poſitive. The Firſt, ſhew what he is not 3 and the Second, 
what he is in relation to us, or to ſome other being 3 but the 
Third , which ſhould declare unto as what he is-in Himſelf, 
fail to perform it, becauſe all Terms explicate onely our Con- 
ceptions , and we can conceive nothing but what is intinitely 
ſhort of his Perfe&ions. They cal! him increated, and immr- 
tal, that we may know his Eſſence is incompatible with what. 
ſdever: hath either Ending or Beginning : They term hin 
Creator, and Redeemer , thereby informing us , that all the 
Bleſſings we enjoy here, or expect hereafter, are but dependen- 
cies upon his Power. But when they tell us of his Vertucs, and 
of his Wiſdom,they intend not that- we ſhould thereby under- 
Rand ſuch Vertues or {ucha: Wiſdom as are in as 4 not an affe. 
Rion ot habit of his Will, inchning him to purſue always th; 
diQates of a Right Reafon;-nor a perſpicacity of Judgment, 
enabling him to diſtinguiſh, upon all occafions, the real Truths 
from thoſe that ſeem ſo; (which notwithſtanding is the pro- 
per'meaning of- thoſe Tertns.} -Whercas the Divine Vertues 
and Wiſdomire neither Qualities, rior Habits, but are the ve- 
ry Eſſence" and Being' of-God himfelf',” which cannot be 
knowa 'or 'comprehended- by-zny other Natare inferiour to 


me. 

It being therefore admitted , That we can never write or 
conceive any thing worthily of the Divine Effence 3 how is it 
poſlible-I{kould be able to explicate the'nature of E T ER- 
NITY, which is the Meaſure of his Duration,'and one of 
the moſt excetlent of all his Atcributes /? God 'himſelf ſcerns 
to in it, when being asked his Narhe by the great Patri- 
arch Moſes , he gives him onely this deſcription of himſelf, 

| 6 Ez 
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nature of Eternity, 6c. s 
Foo ſum qui ſam, 1 am he that 1 am , without mentioning 
cher his-Power, his Juſtice, or any of his other Attributes 
giving us thereby to underſtand , that all his other Attributes 
depend upon-bis Being, (according to the: Order of our Con- 
ceptions |) as their Foundation ; That other things have an 
exiftence, whoſe Beginning flows from his Power; and whoſe 
Continuance is an effect onely df his Will : That nothing 
hath a ſtable independent Being,ſave onely he; and that fine, 

happineſs or perfeQion 1s to be prized, it che enjoyment of 

not ſecured untous by ETERNITY. 

This Meaſure of Gods Being, cannot ( by any poſitive terms 
which we can uſe) be comprehended, or defined 3 nor can it 
be illuſtrated to humane underſtandings , by other mcans, 
than by conſidering the nature of it negatively , and com- 
paratively unto thoſe things which have a being, during the” 
Continaance of time : the firſt of which confiderations, (hall 
be of the Infinity thereot» which ( as I ſaid before) is a- 
term purely negative, and repreſents nothing at all unto our 
Imagioationsz the onely conception we can frame upon if, 
bcing of ſomething not circumſcribed by ends , or bounds, 
as are all the Obzets which preſent them(elves unto our 
$nſcs, 

We are aſtoniſhed, when we conſider the vaſt extent of 
this habitable earth , which hath ſufficed to the production 
and nouriſhment of the innumerable number of men now 
living, or that have had a being, fince the Creation of the 
World 3 and weare notwithſtanding ſatisfied, both by the 
demonſtrations of Coſmographers , and relations of Navi- 
gators; that a full third part of it is yet undiſcovered. The 
Immenſle quantity of Waters in the Ocean, ſeems to poſe 
Arichmetick, to number all the ſeveral drops contained in it ; 
but above all, the Heavens, incircling round this ball made 
up of carth, water, and the other Elements, and exceeding 
it ſofar in bigneſs , that all of it. together bears, in com- 
pariſon to them , but ſuch proportion ( according to the 
Aſtronomers computation) as a point in the middle of a Circle 
to the Circumference, doth with its unmcaſurable greatneſs, 
out-vie the force of humane underitanding , to conceive = 

a 


6 A Diſcourſe upon the: 
Idea of its dimenſions. and yet , when we conſider, by 
with the leaſt attention, theſe great workmanſhips of Ge 
and ſearch into the nature of them, we muſt necds be (atighi 
they axe not infinite z tor that conlifting ( as our ſens @ 
inform us ) of hoite parts , themſelves mult likewiſe 
of the ſame nature with the-parts whereof they are cop 
poſed. Who is it that perceives not, when he takes up; 
thovel-full of carth from the ground, or but a diſh of wats 
out of the Sea, that thoſe portions of theſe two Elemay 
arc finite 3 and that our not being-able to find out their 
tain-quantity,. proceeds not from any. contradiion in they 
natures, to be ſurveyed, or meaſured, but onely. from the 
weakneſs of our forces ? who is it that can doubt, when he pes 
Ceives the Sun draw ncerer to us, but that the diſtance betwea 
Us and him is finite? fiance were it otherwite, it were ne 
capable of increaſe, or diminution. And who, in fine,a 
make a Queſtion bat that the Heavens are Circuniſcribed | 
certain bounds and limits, when he beho!ds them to be pr 
petually meaſurcd by the Sun, Moon; and the other Planet 
1n their ſcveral motions, according to wile different rags 
we give beginning and ending unto our Hours , Di 
Months, Years, and to our Ages. | 
Archimedes 'was of opinion he could have moved th 
World, had therc bzcn any other place out of it, upon whid 
he might have hx<d his Inſtrument 4 and Lam certain!y pe 
ſwad:d,that when we ſhall be txced out of this Cage ot earth 
wherein our Souls are incloſed during this lite , we (hl 
with eaſe be able to furvcy and comprehend the Heavens, tht 
Earth, and all the othcr workmanthips' of. Nature, that nov 
appear to be fo far beyond the reach of - humane underſtanding 
And yet when our inlarged Souls ſhall have the power to circe 
Earth, ſound Hell, and meaſure all the vaſt extent of Heaven, 
how hccle, or rather nothing at all , will that appear, bei 
compared unto Iofinity ? It we were able to number all the 
drops of water in the Sea,and count the'fands upon the (hors 
and if for every one of them we were to liye an age before 
wedied, yet were this term as nothing, being, compared unt 
Eteraicy, fince Time would at laſt conſume all that large fiod 
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-natiire of Eternity, 8c. - 
of our ſubſiſtance 3 and Eternity, when that were paſt, would 
{till coktinue conſtant in the full poſſcſion of all its being, 

Ariftotle was of opinion, the Werld wherein we live had 
no beginning, and ſhould never have an cnding z perſwaded 
thereunto , by the inceſſant vicifſicude of generation and cor- 
ruption , and the ſetled courſe of Nature, which perpetuates 
all the ſeveral Species, or kinds of things, notwithitanding 
the continual decay of the individuals , whereof they are 
compoſed. If this imagination of his were true, it would 
then follow, that the duration of the World ſhould be indeed 
perpetual, but not Infiritez and that it would have nothing 
in it, approaching to the pure hmplicity of an cternal being : 
for if Time be divided ( as. reaſon, experience, and the opi- 
ion of all Philophers, aſſure us *tis ) into patt, preſent, and 
o comme» how can that ( though ne*r fo far extended) be 
yithout end , whoſe very Being conliſts in a perpetual flux 
pf Ending and Beginning ? or how can that be without 
hounds, whoſe two parts, that is, the Fiſt and Laſt, 
renot at all 3 and whoſe Third part (wherein onely it ſub- 
ſts) is circumſcribed within ſach narrow limics, that we can 
ardly think a thought during the term of its duration ? And 

hat reſemblance can there be in it of Eternity ? the one be- 

gina continual motion , and the other 1n a conſtant quict 3 
he one perpetually changing , and the other never ſubje& to 
Iteration 3 and the one, n{ tre, ſubfiſting oncly in the ſhort 
iſtants of the preſent time, Whereas the other comprehends 
[1 times paſt, preſent, and to come, in the pure {implicity of a 
relent being, From this Ground, there anſeth another con- 
deration ot the nature of Eternity, that is, of the Indivilibi- 
y thereof 3 which 1 make the ſubject of my next Refle- 
10N, © - + - 

Indivifibility is 4 term alfo Negative , which repreſents un- 
þ us onely ſomething that cannot be parcelled out by porti- 

$, as the things of this inferiour world may'be. Divide & 
perg , that is, Divide and govern, is a Maxime ſuccelsfully 
«#iſtd by the Politicians , when making uſe of the private 
tenfrons either of a Citie or a Commonwealth,” they obtain 
d preſerve thereby their Dominion over all the differing 
Par» 
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o A Diſcourſe itpon;th2 
Parties. And we may alſo with the ſame truth at:an thi; 
ther, Divide & Deſtrxe , Divide and Deſtroy. GO DN, 
Crcator of whatſocver hath an exiſtence, being himſdfc 
by the ſimplicity of his ature, hath placed the (ubliſtence 
all things in Unity 3 and hath therefore, by a working peas 
ar oncly to himlelf,united the contraries of Heat and Co 
Drought and Moiſture, unto the making up of all the ſtxe 
Bodies, cither ſenſible or inſcnſible , which are contained 
the rich Treaſury of Nature. Whilſt they continue 
by this Bond, ſo long they are faid to be : but it the 
be once broken, either by external violence , or the in 
working of the different qualities whereof the Body is g 
' poſed 3 then doth it forthwith loſe the former bing, and 
comes ſome other thing , according to the nature of they 
form which it acquires. As long as our bodies remainht 
entertain our ſouls, by the due temperature of the hung 
and diſpoſition of the organs to receive her operations, 
continue to be men ; but when that ceaſcth, cither by ing 
diſtemper, or outward force, we then leave to be ſo ; our 
becoming ſeparated forms, and our bodies returning to 
common mals of Matter , from whence they are extra 
The ſame we (ce happ:ns in Beaſts, Plants, and in all 
inanimate bodics, ot what nature or quality ſocver 3 þ 
there can be no Concluſion truer than this, That whatl 
3s a)rcady divided, hath left to bewbat it was formerly: 
ſocver may be divided, is ſubje& to decay and ruine 
whatſoevcr is indiviſible, mult alſo of neceſſity, by reaſax 
the ſimplicity of its nature, be eternal. 
ETERNITY isthercforc indiviſible; and all thoſe 
pie Serra who have gained that bleſſed Port, are alwa 
poſſeſſion of their whole being 3 they looſe nothing of 
1s palt, they want nothing of what is future 4 but the pre 
in that Cel:ſtial country doth comprehend, after an uncxt 
ible manner, all thoſe Three different and incompatible puiſy, 
into which Time is divided. And hence it is, that all; 
happincls found there is true and ſolid , becauſe thoſe 
'rent Goods are united in that tixed Manſion , which bo 
| here divided , miſl;ad the greateſt part of Humane kigk 
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nature-of:Gternity ,; &c- s 

ſearch they make after the Chicfeſt Good , and feed u 

with appearances in (icad of truth. _ 

13s the ſimpleſt of all other Beings,and is therefore not 
ed for here, where nothing doth (ubfift bur js com-; 
1.4 : And all thoſe things which are ſq cagerly purſucg, 
-n, for the reſemblance they have to Good , axe but like 
arms, which cheat us as we wander in the night, and 
-o forth a luſire cqual to that of the moſt precious Gems, 
| themſelves nought elſe but Rotteang(s and Putrefa» 


« are divided almoſt into as many Opinions as Perſons z 
erery one (ecks Happine(s (which js the chictelt Good) a 
ral way, in the variety of their own Appetitesz neglcQing 
rity, which is the onely place where it rcfides, 
ame hunt after Power and Soveraign Command, exped&t- 
to finde rue Contentment in Authority, - But alas ! how 
itely are they miſ-guided by Ambition-? The Cares; of 
eming , and Dangers that accompany a Scepter , ſo far 
weigh the happinels found in it , that Augultus Ceſar, 
enjoyed the Empire of the World in the moſt ſetled 
s it ever ſaw, made it his daily ſuit unto the Senate, that 
might be reſtored unto the Quiet of a private life, And 
letian having generouſly calt off the Yoke of Ruling 0- 

rs, rcfuled to return again unto the Glorious Servitude 5 
fſing that he found more pleaſure among the Cabbages 
wing ia his ſolitary Garden , than Twenty years Com« 
id over the Romane Empire had yielded to him» 
Others there are , whoſe thoughts are wholly taken up in 
tering Wealth , as if that were the onely thing to be de» 
|; never conſidering, (fo grofly are they blinded by 
ic Covetouſlne(s ) that the Content of Riches conliſts not 
the hoording up of Treaſures , but in the liberal diſtribu- 
"0" of them : that the ſordid ways of gathering Money, ren» 
"Ws them odious to others 3 and the reſtleſs care of keeping 
dfiroys the quiet they would eltabliſh in themſelves : That 
ir continual negotiation about Gain , hinders them from 
WoJing the happineſs of life 3 and that, in fine, when they 
Wc reaped the plentiful Harveſt of all their labours , they 
C muli 


vo F Diſtourſe&-upon. the : 
muli refignt it unto others, who longing to enjoy thy 
ous {poil, think their lives tedious, and their deaths 
I forbear to mention the-infinite number of mifchie 
the poſition of Riches hath he upon th: own 
many ate'there, who (like Sexecs_) have in hoording 
ſures, been carcful to get together the inſtruments of thy 
ruine ?' finding, at latt by experience, that to be the 
of their deaths, wherein they had eſtabliſhed the conte; 
of their lives. This is a-truth ſo-evidently certain, thy 
Philoſophers onely, and Votaries , have been able tod 
the impoliure of them, but 'even whole Nations. havey 
upon'it.-- The inhabitants of the Belearich Ulands, now 
Rfajorca and Minorca, drowned all their Gold and Silver 
Ocean 3 and the Spartans -{ one of the moſt flouriſhing 
monwealths that ever were) baniſhed thoſe Metals outq 
confines of their Territories 4 -torbidding the enjoymen 
thera to all their Citizens', as being incompatible with 
Contentment. - LIE 

Some place their happineſs in Pleaſure 3- and ſhy 
what(ocver hath the ſhew- of Trouble, give themſelves 
ly up to Senſual delights. Fond fools ! who blinded 
x S+ Bcſtial tites., think themſclves happie men in 
Riſing thoſe ations , which deprive them of the digni 
being Reafonable creatures, and caft them down into the 
of Beafts 3 unworthy of enjoying Souls made after the 
vine likeneſs , fince they employ their whole time jn gin 
ſatisfaction to their Bodics.. And yet how ſhort aret 
few minutes of Contentment. which they enjoy , whill 
abandon themſelycs to their Debauches , being compare 
thoſe of Trouble , which neceſſarily accompany the Pleal 
they hunt after.?- The Drunkard will aſſure us, that the 
he ſuffers in his head and ſtomack, is of much longer 
nuance, than was the taſte of that delicious Wine whera 
made. a Shipwrack of his Reafon, The Paſſion , whet 
feigned or veal, which -a Lybidinous man a@s ar ſuffers f 
defired Beauty , and! the follicitous endeavaurs uſed by 
fog obtaining of his Prey , far outweigh the momer 
Pleaſure he enjoys3- which notwithſtanding js attended wtf 
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© of Conſcience from within; and che approhenſions 6f 
| - Difhonour from abroad : Diſtafes'(the effect 'of 
Diſorders) take up a fetkd quatter itt their bodies , and 
that the conſtant Manſion of griet and pain, where 
*ntended to have given admittance unto nought bur joy 
afure': and for a complement ot theit misfoetunues, 
Vices; like a raging fire, confaming ay thoſe excellencies 
4 God and Nature have beſtowed” wpon: cher,” brand 
n. with a perpetual Blot & Tnfamy- ro all poſterivy , and 
an everlafiing Guilt upon their Souls. 
ew)ſon had a prodigious 4trength , finitely ſurpaſſing 
of other men 3 ſeconded by an exceſs of Courage, which 
led 1m victorious over Lions, anditfiumphant iwthe 
+mfture of an Hoſt of rcn {+ His ſingle porfon was of 
revalue than an Army : -But when he {uffeted himſelf to 
onduRted by his Paſſion , the love of Dalile having firft 
Kolded his Reaſons eyes, deprived. him after of his cot= 
al ſight , betrayed him to his enemies, and reduced him 
ogreat a height of miſery, that to be freed from'the'con- 
prto which he was expoſed, he was confirained to employ 
matchlcls Force , in working his revenge by his own 


Sardanapalus ( laſt of the Aſſyrian Monarchs) faw himſelf 
ably (etled in the chief Empire-of the World 3 'but ha- 
p once given himfclf over to his efteminate pleaſures, che 
of 'Luſt firſt kindled in/his own heart , quickly deſtroyed 
relpect of him in the mindes' of Neighbour-Princes, and 
own Subjects 3 and after -taKing hold on the magnificent 
he had cauſed tobe erected, reduced to aſhes both his per- 
nd his Empire. 
exarder (yuftly ſurnarmed the Great , for his unparallel'd 
ge, ConduR, arid Fortmmte ) was mounted *to ſo great a 
pitot- Glory, that he defpiſed the World ; #52 place too 
fo boutid the hmits of his Conquefts 3 and yet the 
of his friend Clitxs , which he committed in his 
nels, rendred all -thefe Profperities fo tmſavoury 
Win, that he atretnpted-the killing of hirk{clf'; #1d 
a an aycrtion againlt him jn the mindes of divers of his 
C 2 Subs 
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SubjeRs, that they prepared a Poyſon for him, which 
ſhort the courſe of all his Victories, buricd his Triung, 
ther with his carcaſe in the Grave. | 

Solomon received from God the gift of an incor 
Wiſdome, above all the men that ever were and 
confluence of all thoſe Bleſſings which might raiſe y 
nature unto the greateſt height of Happineſs, whereof \ 
pable during this mortal life : but the inordinate love 
men, to which he was addicted in his latter time, 
his Iſſue of the greater part of his Terreſtrial Kingd, 
himſelf, (as ſome do probably conjecture) of the Eteray 
of Heaven. 

Why ſhould I farther inſtance the ſingle puniſhne 
Particular Voluptuous perſons ? *Tis fo prodigious 
neſs for Man to place his Chictcſt Good in Senſual luſt, 
it hath drawn down Fire from Heaven for the conſun 
whole Cities , and Water from the Earth and Firm, 
which was upon the point to have extirpated Mankink 
the different Elements conſpiring, to revenge that inſuk 
wrong 4s done to their Creator, when we neglect his 
ingraven in our Souls, to ſatisfic the fic{hly part of us, wh 
nothing elle but dutt and aſhes. 

And to conclude, even Epicurws the Philoſopher hoy 
the Chicteſt good ot Maa in pleaſure , did notwithſiz 
(if we believe Seneca, racher than ſome others who han 
dred him ) eltcem that Pleaſure to confiſt 1'th* Golden 
of Temperance, and not in the exorbitant ule of Wi 
Play, of Gluttony and Women. 

I have exceeded in handling this Particular, the bi 
had propofed unto my ſelf 3 becauſe theſe are the 
which by the glittering brigtitne(s of rheir deceitful 
dazle the eyes of our unwary Youth, and like ſo many 
dring Fires, miſlead us in our ſearch for Happineſs , i 
the blinde paths of Ignorance and Folly , until at lf 
train us into the dangerous Precipices of Wickednelsa 
famy , from whence we are not able (without particilu 


TR of the Diyine grace) to free our ſelves, for all 
ty. 
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All other things ſo greedily graſped at by Worldly men, 
may be reduccd unto the before- mentioned Heads, of Power, 
of Riches, and of Pleaſure, Nobility, Fame, and Reſpe&, 
are the attendants upon Power z Sufh:iencie and Plenty wait 
upon Riches z Health, Strength, and Beauty, are neccflarily 
requircd to the compleating ot our Pleaſures. And therefore 
what falſe appearance focvcr of Happineſs they may hold 
forth to our deluded mindes, they cannot poſſibly give us that 
true Content, which is not to be found ja thele principal 
things, whereunto they are but Acceſſories, 

Power, Riches, Pleaſure, and the reſt, have indeed ſome re- 
ſemblance of Good , but are not thaggwhuch they reſemble : 
for Good , or Happineſs (being the M.) conlifts not in poſ- 
ſcling many diftcrent things, but in the union of all together 3 
whereas they are (o far from bcing one , that they arc incon- 
ſittent with each other. 

The weight of Buſineſs, and diſtance kept by Soveraign 
Pynces, for maintaining the Reverence due to their Calling, 
permits them not the ſweet delights of Pleaſure, to which che 
freedom of Equality is requilite 3 and the vaſtneſs of their 
Expence , in Wars, in Treaties, for Intelligence , and other 
things incident to their Authority , makes them the needieſt 
almoſt of all other men. The wary Cloſeneſs of the rich 
Miſer (inconlilttent with Popularity) hinders him from being 
Powerful 3 and his daily employment about the increaſing of 
his Store, debars him from the uſe of Pleaſure , which cannot 
be had without the expence of Time and Money. The fſeri- 
ouſnels of Great affairs diſturbs the quietne(s of Pleaſures,and 
the prodigality of Luxury waſtes the ettates of thoſe that are 
addicted to it. 

In fine, which way ſoever we turn our ſelves, tu ſeek Con- 
tentment in fatisfaQion of our Luſtful Appetites, theſe divi- 
ded Goods, which cannot dwell together in one SubjeR, fru- 
ſirate our ExpeQations , and enforce us to confeſs with the 
Wiſe-man, That whatſoever hath a being during the Continu- 
ance of Time, is Vanity of vanities ,and nought but Vanity. For 
if by a particular Indulgence of God and Nature, theſe divi- 


ded (and as I have already ſhewed) incompatible _—_— of 
wer, 


_ a Diſcourſe upon the | 
Power, Richcs, Pleaſure. Reſpe&, Nobility, Fame, Beauty, 
Health and Strength, ſhould fall to be the portion of one 
man z what were all thele advantages, without Security jn 
the Enjoyment of them , but vanity, and meer vexation of 
our ſpirits ? and what Security can this life poflibly afford, a. 
mid the daily apprchenſions of being deprived of them before 
wedic, and certainty to loſe them when we deſcend into the 
Grave * 

Our bleſſed Savioyr therefore adviſcth Martha not to di. 
vide her thoughts , in the (ollicitous queſt of many things, 
ſince what was neceſſary was onely One ; and that we might 
not be to ſcek whaM@hat one, ſingle, neceſſary thing ſhould 
be, himſelf informs us in another place what *tis , when he 
commands us to ſeek firſt the kingdom of heaven by juſt and 
righteous ations 3 which being once obtained, we ſhall enjoy 
all other bleſſings as co-cſſential with it. 

Is Power the obje& of thy Wiſhes ? Thou ſhalt be "i 
(as the Apoltle aſſures) co-heir with him, to whom all pOver 
in hcaven and earth is given. Is Honour or Command thy 
chict:t Good ? It is fo liberally diſpenſed to all the inhabi- 
teantsof ETERNITY, that the Prophet David ſeems to 

charge God with prodigality in that particular, when he cries 
out, Nimis bonorati ſunt amici tui, Deus 3 nimis confortatus eſt 
Principatus eorum ! My God, thy friends are too much honout- 
cd, their Principality is too much ſtreagthned, or eſtabliſhed?! 
Doft thou defire Fame or Riches ? Behold, the (ame Prophet 
tclleth thee, Gloria & divitie in dom Domini , Glory and Ri- 
ches ar2 in the houſe of God. Art thou delighted with the 
magnificence of Royal Feaſts? The King of kings hath by 
lis oncly Son ſent -down from heaven, invited all Mankinde 
to a delicious Banquet in his Eternal Palace, where having 
ſcated all the gueſts that come upon his invitation, according 
to their ſeveral degrees , himſelf will miniſter unto them, I; 
thy hcart raviſhed at the {ight of ſome accompliſhed Beauty ? 
Thoſe who reſide in that Eternal manſion,out-ſhine the San in 
greateſt height of all his glory. 
In fine, whatever elſe it is that doth delight thee , ſhall 
there be preſent ; be@uſe all thy ſouls faculties, which can 
inde 
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Gnde nothing in this inferiour world but is too mean and 
narrow for them , ſhall there be fully (atisficd , eccording to 
the large extent of all their powers ,- being abſorp't in con- 
templation ,of the firſt Truth, and the enjoyment of the 
chictelt Good. : and yet all this ſha!) be, not by the various 
diverſity of ſeveral objects, but by their bleſſed admiſſion to 
the. preſence of God himlelf, who being the Firlt cauſe, con- 
tains eminently the pertcAtion of all other beings, in the 
Gmplicity of his own nature , communicating freely all his 
exce!lencics to thoſe happic perſons , who are made partakers 
wichthim in the infinite and indivifidle Eccrnity. 


Having conſidered the vaſt diverſity there is b:tween E- 
teruity and Time, by reaſon of the infinity of the one, and 
the ſtraight limits wherein the other is ſhut up and circum- 
ſcribed » the entire firmneſs of the one, and the minute parts 
wherciato the other is divided : It folows that we ſhould 
rife our thoughts unto the contemplation of thoſe cxcel- 
lencics which an Eternal Being hath, by the comparing of it 
unto that which we enjoy during the (ucc.flion of Tim:. 

Thoſe who employ themſelves in queſt of that , which we 
call vulgarly The Philoſophers Stone , have not as yet tound 
out the way of tixing Mercury 3 which is the cauſe they tail 
ia their attempts of making Gold, notwithſtanding the mas 
ny laborious and chargeable experiments have been uſed for 
the cff<Eting of it. And all that have endeavoured to eltabliſh 
their Conteatment in the periſhabl: goods of this interiour 
World, have tound themſelves deluded by their hopes , bes 
cauſe they were not able to fix the fleeting inſtants of the 
preſent time, whole continual motion is, of all other things, 
molt deſtructive unto the happineſs of lite. 

What an uncomtortable Voyage would that man have, 
who were bound out in queſt of ſome particular Wave, 1'th? 
midſt of the Atlaxtick, Ocean ! how improbable that he 
ſhould make diſcovery of what he {ought tor ! And how 
impoſlible-to ſettle there, conſidering the perpetual agitation 
of the waters, in that reſtleſs clement ! And yet ſuch is the 
fatal blindneſs which poſlcfleth the greateli part of humane 
kinde, 
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kinde , that we conſume our lives in ſeeking to finde out x 
permanent bliſs amid the various diverlity of worldly things; 
though all our predeceſſors for above hfty Ages paſt , who 
have preceded us it that defigne, have perithed in it, without 
being able to inform us any thing, ſave onely this, That they 
have met with nothing in their ſeveral wanderings but Vani- 
ty, nor reaped ought but the Vexation of their \pirits 3 and 
that Times courſe (as certain, though not ſo rapid as that of 
the Ocean) faileth not to raviſh from us all thoſe pleafing ob- 
jecs, in the purſuit of which we entertain our lives, and fan- 
cie in the obtaining of them a Contentment , which Ts no« 
where to be found , but in the happie Region of E TE R- 
NITY. 

That harmleſs Innocence which is the precious treaſure of 
our Childhood, is violently ſnatched from us by the heat of 


* Youth, that inconfiderately engagerh us to ſeek Contentment 


in ſatisfaQion of our Luſtful Appetites : and when the acceſs 
of years and judgement at Mans cſtate, hath made us ſee the 
vanity of that employment , Ambition, Pride and Covetouſ- 
n:(5 preſent us with the {pecious Baits of Honour, Power, and 
Richcs , and train us by thoſe ſwcet allurements from con- 
templationof ETERNITY, to employ the ſtrength and 
vigour of our age in purchaſe of them, as if they could be- 
ſtow true happineſs on their poſſc lors 3 until at laſt Cif death 
prevent us not before ) we tinde our (elves arrived at the ut- 
molt period of life (Old-age) where though Experience dil- 
cover to us the true nature of all thoſe tranſitory things we 
firſt admired , yet we can reap no other fruit of all her Coun- 
ſels, but onely Sorrow and Deſpair, when we conſider the 
groſne(s of our errours and miſcarriages in the time paſt, and 
the impcſlibility of amending them in that to come. 

And hence it is the Royal Prophet David takes occaſion to 
reproach Mankinde of dulneſs and heavineſ(s of heart , that 
quitting the onely neceſſary thought and ſtudy of Eternity, 
give themlclves over unto the love of vanity, and the purſuit 
of lies : Filii bominum , uſquequo gravi corde, ut quid diligitis 
vanitatem, & queritis mendaciunm * As who ſhould ſay, You 
fons of men, how long will you permit your hearts and your 

affe- 
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4005 to be weighed down by the inordinate (ollicitude 

» earthly things ?+ Behold , the Pleaſures which you love 
court. for ſatisfaion of your Youth, are onely vanity 3 

11 thoſe more ſolid employments you (earch after for the 
mertainment of your Elder years , are but a licz promiling 
tentment, and giving nought but Care, Vexation, and Re- 
C Fulis Ceſar could have foreſeen that all his Victories 
4 Trumphs whereby he ſubjected unco. himſelf the Ro- 
State, ( that proud Miſtreſs of the then-known world) 

21d but have ſerved to make him tall a glorious Vicime 

| the Senate-houſe 3 he had not proſccuted certainly with fo 
; ardour as he did, the cutting oft all thoſe, who oppo- 

1 themſelves to the accompliſhment of his ambitious de- 
nes. King Pyrrbus had (axe followed the counſel of his 


ind, and betaken himſelf unto the quiet pleaſures of a: 
aceful life, had he been well informed that all his thoughts 
Conqueſts , and the enlargement of his Empire , ſhould 
rilh together with himſelf, by the hands of a weak Wo- 
ran, inthe attempt he made to ſuxprize the Citie Argors 
Mladine ( that great Victorious Sultan of the Eaſt ) would 
it have ſpent his life amid the goyl and dangers that attend 
Martial employment , bad he but thought at tirlt, as he 
id afterwards, at the hour of d-ath , that he thould carry 
thing of all the Spoils and Riches he had gotten away 
ith him, bat oncly a pvor Shirt to {hroud his-carcaſe. The 
ich man in. the Goſpc] would not have joyed- in his fall 
arns and Store-houſes ſuthcient for the expence of many 
ears, had he but known that he ſhould ncvcr live to (ee 
te birth of the ſucceeding morn. 
la tine, the buſineſs of the WdHId would ceaſe, and we 
ould look, with harrour and averſion upon thole gilded fol- 
s, and plcaſing vanities , in queſt whezeoft we ipend: our - 
res, diſturb the elements, and alter the:whole frame of Na+ 
e, were but their Mask pulled off, and we made ſenſible 
that which is confirmed unto us by the experience of all 
ur predeceſſors , to wit, that there is nothing in this infe- 
our world can give a ſatisfaQion to our ſoul, whole frame 
is 
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s equa} anto- thet'of the Celeſtial ſpirits; and- that, alt 
(by av exceſs of Beftialiey-) we could-fo plunge- our foils 
the maſs of our-terreffrial bodies; as ro tet up-our reſt; 
the enjoyment of thoſe things which are the obje& of 
Senſes x yet Ape and Sickneſs would, hke unbidden gli; 
trouble the mirth of all our Entertaipments, and Time 9-\ 
abſolute Commander of all Sublunary things) conſuming 
degrees the matter of them, wonld violently fnatch a t 
their embraces , and put in execution that/irtevecable [ 
pronounced by God againſt material things, to: wit, 
whatſoever is compoſed of dult and aſhes, (hall again w 
unto it. 

So that if we examine the true canſe of things, we 
conclude, 'that the ill conduct of our lives, and all-ther 
ries, vices and diforders that low from thenedate'en cffs 
the continaal motion of Time '; which reprefentibg"unk 
theſe exteriour obje&s , under- ſeveral difguiſes, keeps 
from penetrating into the true nature of them 3 and 
gelting to our deluded mindes vain: hopes-and fears , dothh 
thofe falſe alarms diſturb our Reafon , and brings upon 
forgetfulneſs- of what 'is pat, -a miſtake of what is preſs 
and a grols negligence; - m not providing: of our felves 
what's to come. 

For remedy hereof, Antiquity was uſed to ſet up Trophi 
and Monuments of all great and vertuous a&ions, as allo 
cxpoſe the-bodies of. Malefa&tors who were exccuted , 
the publike view, on Poles; or Gibbets, that ſo poſterity be 
put in minde of what had' paſt, might be invited t9 imi 
the one , and avoid the other. King Philip (father of 
Great Alexander ) gave command. 'unto a Page of his, wi 
wake-him deily with this Admonition , That he ſhould al 
to-minde he was'a' Mart ;' fearing; ieft-he might otherw 
{sfar forth tranſported-by the falſe luſtre of his Great 
Prefperities4 'as & miiftake (which his Sdn after did) whit 
him(elf was, and forget: the condition of Humanity, whe: 
in he. had been placed by-God and Nature. And- (the gratf: 
Dodor of the Ghareh) Si Ferome; thinks it a- matter of th 
conſequence for i us) th extiploy our {elves in the confide 
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n of what is future, that he aſſures us confidencly ( by 
nt of the. ſacred Scripture ) we ſhould' never fin, did 
'bat carefully 'rumitiate of the laft things that do at- 
ad"us ; Memorare noviſſima tut , & in #ternnm non pec- 


Yee here the true condition of qur being during the ſucce( 
nof Time. Let us now alter the Scene, and from this 
warte'of Confuſion and Difordet , raiſe up our choughts 
aco'the Contemplation of ETERNITY. It is an In. 
ant always preſent} never decaying z whoſe Infinity com- 
hefds all Times , paſt, prefent; and to come; and whoſe 
:mplicity preſenting us at once with whatſcever can be 
"_ ſe&, united'in their Firſt Cauſe ; (the Divine Na- 
") thereof ( unleſs our fins debar 'us from his ſight ) we 
il be cherr nnade glad beholders ,' clears up the foggie Miſts 
ance, of Forgetfillne(s, and of Miſtake, which hang 
een our Underftandings, and the rriuch-of things fills 
the powers and facultics of our Souls, with the enjoy- 
nt of their defied objects , and doth eſtabliſh us in the 
poffeflion of oar blifs, beyond the' reach of Fortune, or 
Title, which (rall not there* Bave power to traverſe 'our 
7 itnuments, withr'the defire of -ought that's palt, or the 
prchbtifion of ought to come. | © 
"Wit we have once maturely weighed theſe (olid Truths, 
ſhalt begin to'loath this Priton-ot our bodies', ſubje&k to 
te pexpetual injuries of Time, and Death 3 and ſhall cry out 
(b the 'Apdfile : Irfielix ego bomo , quis me liberabit de cor+ 
re mats bifjas ? Unhappie mait car 1'am, Who thall deli» 
ct tric" from this body which belongs to death ? And with 
i Game Apoſtle, fixing all our aftcctions and thoughts upon 
alTERNIT Y, we (hall continually defire to be dillolved 
at we may live with Chriſt in his Eternal habication, And 
en we ſhall "receive the Summons to'-diſlodge Hence, 
Wrught us by Age, Diſeaſes, War, Fatnige, Pc(liſcnce, or an 
her Officer off Time, clad in the hideoulct drels.that Death 
Wan wear 3 we ſhall with joy prepare our fclves unto the 
wrney, and with the Prophet David lay , Letatws ſum in bis 
ue dila ſunt mibi, In drmum Domini ibimw : 1 am rcjoyced 
D 2 in 
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ia that which hath been ſaid unto me , We will go int 


.houſe of God. 


It ſcerns (being a man. accarding unto Gods own heart 
had well ſtudicd the nature of that Celeſtial manſion , wh, 
qualities he doth ſo excellently deſcribe in the two folloy 
verſes ; Stentes erant pedes noſtri in atriis tnis Feruſalem, \, 
ruſalem que edificatur ut civitas , cxjuis particip atio &jw in j 
ipſum : Our fect were ſtanding in thy courts , Feraſil 
Here, they are runmng , foreed to accompany the motig 
Time but they ſhall there be fixed in an eternal reſt, wy 
to be diſturbed by Time or Fortune. Feruſalem that is| 
ded as a Citie, whoſe portion confiſteth in the thing it ( 
All other places are but Innes, where we are entertained 
paſſengers during our Pilgrimage , and therefore have the 
buildings ſubje& (as are thoſe they harbour) unto decay 
ruine ; but this Citie being the permanent place of ou 
bode, hath its foundation laid upon the never-fading | 
of ETERNITY. And if you ask, What is the & 
or treaſure of the inhabitants in that bleſſed Country ?. k 
forthwith tells us that their portion conliſteth in the thing 
ſelf. What is the thing it (elf ? but that which is with 
dependance upon any other, And what is that ? butk 
who being to declare himſelf unto the Patriarch Moſer, ſai 
He is, be that i even God himſelf, in whom is compreke 
ed the fulneſs of all Being, and without whom is nothi 
but the privation of Good and Happineſs. 

Let us endeavour then (o to comport our ſelves , that 
be not engaged amid theſe fading tranſitory things, butt 
be able to ſay with the Apoſtle , Owr life is laid wp with Gr 
in God. And let our onely Traſhck and Negotiation be, 
hoord up treaſures (according to the counſel of our. blek 
Lord and Saviour) where ncither ruſt nor moths can cone 
to walte them , nor thieves break in to ſteal them from v 
We need not be to ſeck where that ſhould be ,-ſince hei 
forms ys that *tis in Heaven , the onely proper (eat and m; 
bon of ETERNITY. | 


nature-of Eternity, Kc, cl 


In the precedent diſcourſe I have endeavoured to deſcribe 
(although imperfectly) the nature and condition of. Eternity, 
which 1s the truc and proper habitation of our. ſouls , who 
have no commerce with Time, but onely by their union with 
our bodics : a bleſſed Country , but ſuch a one as doth not e- 
qually agree with all Conſtitutions : to ſome, it is an Ocean 

, reſt, and happineſs; to others, an Abyfs of ever- 

laſting horrour, trouble and confuſion. The reaſon of which 
difference proceeds from the diverſity of thole ſeveral diſpo- 
ſitlons and affeRions we carry with us at our parting hence. 
tor the clear underſtanding, whereof, it is neceſſary that we 
conſider the nature of our (ouls, and examine what are thoſe 
things which ſubſit in and together wich-them,, after the diſ- 
ſolution of our bodies. 
* The Heathen Philoſophers , guided onely by the light of 
Nature, did (ſome of them) belicve the ſoul of Man to be 
immortal : they perceived well, that ſhe was capable of ma- 
ny operations, even in this life, without the mediation of the 
body : that ſhe gave a being within her ſelf, unto an infinite 
number of things, abſtracted from the ſeveral notions of 
time, place, figure, or any other property incident unto ma- 
terial things 3 which kinde of being, becauſe it ſorted not 
unto the things themſelves in their own nature, they muſt ne- 
cefſarily receive from her ; and they did thence infer , that 
ſhe could not communicate ſuch a bzing unto them , unleſs. 
ſhe had an immaterial. being in hes (lt ; they ſaw the at 
of Judging was an ation purely her own, whereby ſhe pro» 
duced ſeveral Concluſions ( which. are new Beings) out of 
thoſe Premiſes that preſent themſelves to. our Imaginations. 
And knowing the mfallibility of this Argument , Ex nibils 
nibil fit , That of nothing there comes nothing z they were 
fully Catisfied the Soul had a being independent of the body, 
fince it was able to communicate a bcing unto other things, 
without the help of any Organs which depend upon her. 

From the aſſurance of her Being , they collected alſo her 
Immortality : for having by. the 1trict obſervation of all na- 


tural cauſes , found out that gothing whatſoever could loſe 
its 
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its former being, and acquire a new one, ( which we term 
Death in living creatures ) bat by Divition 4' and: that thy 
ſame could happen but two'ways , viz. cither by-tivid 
the matter from the form , or by dividing the matt& with 
it ſelf : they inferred thenge , that fince both "theſe wa 
were incompatible with the Soul , ſhe was not capable of 1 
real Change, and conſequently not of Death , (which of yl 
others'is the greateſt. ) Not the firlt, becauſe that fhr is im 
material' ; 'hox the ſecond, becauſe ſhe is a pure form , a1 
that all forms are by their being ſo, incapable of drviſion, of 
increafe, or diminution, according unto theſe two Maximeg 
among them , Forma #01 ſuſcipit majus & minus 3 and this 
other, In indivifibili non ſit matatio. 
' Upon the ſame Grounds alſo they inferred , that all the 
Reſolutions or Judgements , and all thofe Sciences 'and Arts, 
whether Speculative or Practick, which arc'in the ſoul ty- 
ring this life , ſhall remain alfo in her after'ſeparation'from 
the body 3 theſe being things which depend onety on her, 
and which are ( in a kinde) part of her ſelf, fo as without 
them ſhe would loſe ſomething of the pertection of her Bee 


Ing. 
Find to.condyde, becauſe they ſaw nothing-among, all the 


works of Nature, which did got at ſome time” or other (uns 
leſs *twere hindered by exteriour cauſes ) attain unto a 'ful- 
neſs and maturity, whereby it was enabled to reach that end 
for which it was ordained 4 and found the Reaſonable foul 
alone, which hath for the obje& of her Underſtanding the 
truth "of all Natural cauſes, 'and their cffe&s ,- was not able 
at any time duritig this life , wherein ſhe is united with the 
body, to con:prehend' the utmoli truth may be diſcovered in 
any Art or Science whatſoever : they thence inferred, that the 
was to enjoy a Being atter the diſſolution of the hody, wheres 
in ſhe might at freedom exerciſe the power of Reaſoning 
wherewirh "ſhe is endued 3 and not'onely retain thoſe Sct- 
ences ſhe'hath acquired here, but alſo be able to conceive all 
other Truth and Knowledge whatſoever, which may be dedu- 
ced out of them, by that concatenation and dependance which 
the verity of one Propolition hath upon that of another. 

I 


natare of Erephity, &c. OY 


- þ have:driivercd cheſt fpeculations of the cry veer 
with this btevicy, , withotic *Ktting. down- the friany Argu- 
ments uſed by them for proof of ther Aﬀertions, and An- 
ſwer of the Objections have been framed in oppoſition to 
them , ( wherewich whole Volames might be filled) becauſe 
they have been ſince, the mot part of them, confirmed unto 
us by the: Tents of Chriſtian Religion 3 the truth whereof 
( being; xevealed by God himfelf » 13 not to be diſputed by 
Mankinde. And I have taken this ſhort view 6f the con- 
dition of oar Souls , onely to this intent , that in the ſequele 
of the enſuing Difcourſe , we may upon thefe Grounds be 
able the better to difcover how far the ordmaty working of 
Natural cauſes doth co-operate with the Divine” juſtice ,' in 
the: Reward-of Vertaous, 2nd the Puniſhment of Vitious 
ENS. | 

For the clcar underſtanding whereof , we muſt know, that 
all living Creatures whatſoever ( except Man ) being defti- 
tute of Reaſon, ſuffer themſelves without repugnancie to be 
dreQcd by the Rules of Nature ,/('that is, the ordinary power 
uked by God in governing; the world } which doth1{weetly 
guide them to the performanee-of thiofe aQions, andthe ob- 
taining of that end, whereunto they ate ordained, Bue Man 
(whoſe portion is a Reaſonable ſou}) affumes the Condudt of 
himlelf , and blinded by Self-love ;-or over-weening Pride; 
forfakes the general end of other things , ( which is the ho- 
nourand glory of their Maker ) to purfur his own particu- 
lax Good , and follow the inordinafe- affetions of his own 
Corrupted nature, The true cauſe of which Miſtake, js this - 
that follows. J | 

Thoſe who have curiouſly ſearched: into the compoſition of 
Man,,. obſerve, that: he may be contitered in triple! capaci- 
tyz according; unto! every olie'6f which, he hath 'a feveral- 
Good that he propoſeth unto hich{ef;' andendeavoutrerh to 
attazn; unto; during this life. The hrſt 4s, as he is a living 
cRature, compoſed of a material body, and a'form that doth 
communicate unto it life and motion, - The' (ſecond, as he is' 
endued with a' Reaſonable ſoul., capable of Difcourlt and 
Know- 
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24 A Diſcourſe upon the 
Knowledge , participating thereby of the nature of Intell 
Qual fpirits3 which placeth hinvin a tank above all-the rg. 
terial creatures of this inferiour world, And the third; x 
he is the Workmanſhip of God , created by him out of ng 
thing, after his own likeneſs 3 that he nught ſerve him with 
obedience and. perſeverance, during his temporal being , and 
be the witneſs and partaker of his glory in ETERNITY, 
The Chiefeſt good of Man, according to the firſt, are Riche, 
and.corporeal Pleaſures , called by the Apoſtle Concupiſcentis 
earnis & oculorum, Concupiſcence of the fleſh and eyes. Ac- 
cording to the ſecond , the vanity of humane Knowled 
accompanied with the forgetfulneſs of God ; or the ambitious 
deſire of obtaining Power, Honour and Command, called 
the ſame Apoſtle Superbia vite , Pride of life. Thoſe whe 
conſider him according to the third capacity , '<ltcem their 
ChicfeſtGood to conliſt in the uniting ot their wills with God, 
and in procuring the advancement of his glorious Name. 
Now the vali diſtance there is between theſe ends which 
men. propoſe unto themſclves , cauſeth the great diverſity we 
{ce daily between them in the dire&ion and condudt of their 
lives 3 each one dcliring to obtain the object of his Wilkes, 
by ations ſuitable unto it : thoſe of the firlt rank abandoning 
themſelves to ſenſual lufts, forget the dignity of Humane ms 
ture, and abaſe themſelves down to the rank of Beaſts, 
Thoſe of the ſecond , denying to acknowledge him from 
whom they have received all thoſe advantages wherein they 
glory , imitate the devils in their pride, ingratitude, and re- 
bellion againſt their Maker. Thoſe one!y of the third rank, 
entring into the true knowledge of themſelves, and of the 
end for which they were created \, ſubmit their wills unto Al 
mighty God z and endeavouring to imitate the Angels in their 
prompt. obedience , make themſelves, during this life, fit to 
enjoy their ſociety after the diſſolution of their bodies. 
From the great contrariety of mens Judgements; Reſolus 
tions, and-of the ations and habits that low from, and att 
acquired by them, ariſech the different condition of our ſouls 
wheu they are ſeparated from our bodies. The Coral we ſe 
daily, grows in the Sea 3 and I have read, that being under 
Walct 
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jt may (by reaſon of its ſoftne(s) be moulded into any 

 Wiocor figure wharſocyer 4 bur bring ones expaſed unto'the- 

Wes air, it forthwith hardeng, 20 4s'n0 more capable of 
c 


ge and! alecration» The. Ji, -happength ynto our Souls, 


- 


[ 

' MW. while they do continue in this Sea oth? world, are (ulce> 
ible of the diflerent affcCtious of Good and Bad, according, 
| 4he ſeveral appearanccs of things , which working on our 
' Wacies, incline, our Wills yutothe! tollowing or forſaking of, 
" Wm : but having once finiſhed thgjr voyage here, mult als, 
* Wis wear the dies ut thoſe atteHions they have at parting 
ace, and reap their Harveſt, in Eternity, ſuitable unto the, 
& they bave ſowed here 3 according to that ſaying of the 
alile :  Qaecungq ſeminaverit bymo, eadem &* metet, Whats 
vet a man hath towed, the fame allo he ſhall reap. 


Let us examine the condition of cne. who hath abandaned 
mſelf unto his Senſual lulls, and: placing his Chief good-in 
m, hath cnipioy*d all the affetions and faculties of his 
ul, io compalling thoſe objects of his wiſhes : his ftock of 
me-is,now exhaulted , whilſt ke: cndeavoured onely.to be- 
lex with the varietycof choice delights zand Death hndin 
n buſie in the carefling of his body, hath. violently (oatche 
from him. The ſtately Palaces, vaſt Treaſures, and ra- 
hing Beauties , whereof he thought himſelf the owner, 
now in the poſſeſſion of another 3 and the poor Soul is 
oled naked, upon the confines of ETERNITY, Let 
with the eycs of Contemplation accompany her thither, 
| ſee what are her thoughts, what are: her entertainments 
that Country, wherein as yet ſhe is a ſirapger. This rade_ 
um hath rouzed her now out of that pleaſing ſlumber 
terein ſhe retchleſly conſumed the time alotted her to la- 
r, and ſhe is come unto the land of reſt ,. wherein ſhe 
uſt for all ETERNITY fabliſt upon the Stock ſhe hath 
ught with her. She now begins to take a view thereof 3 
| (umming her Accounts, ſhe tides, that all her large Pol- 
ons, ſumptuous Buildings, Friends, and Riches, have par- 
with her at the hour of death 3 that all her Pleaſures are 
uſed like a dream 3 that her Body , for whoſe ſolace and 
| E dclight 
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2+ A Dieouvlk upon the - 
delight all thefe were covered', is mouldring into dag 
; 4nd thin; in fide, of aff that ſhe hath done, of & 
hath ſen, faffered;ot enjoyed; there remains nothi 
ker,” bar” her own inordinate- jadgethicnts and at 
which like a raging fire-burn her withour conſuming , 


- Ml her powers faculties are racked inceſſantly ; wy | 


ſhe conliders the excelleneit of what ſhe hath forgone, 
ugworthineſs of what (lic hath purſued; and: the impoi 
fo retralx her'choiee.. S 

' All-that which a moſt violent paſſtorr is able to prodg 
the moft capable fubje&; is- nothing-, in compariſon of 
afflitions. We read that Pompey” wife(ſhe who wasd 
ter unto Fulim Cefar ) dicd ſuddenly with the excels of 
cauſed by the love fhe bare unto-her-husband , upon thely 
but of. a bloudy garment which ſhe knew had been thay 
worn by him : And'if-we msy believe the Poets, that{ 
Paſſion drew Orpbeme-to hell, among the Ghoſts and Fe 
in fearch of his Eridice;, as b:ing company much more 
portable unto him, than were his Cares and Sorrows occ 
ed by her abſence. But alas ! what-compariſon is ther| 
eween the cauſe of their: afli&ions ? They ſorrowe 
their ſeparation from thoſe they loved but for a time, a3 
well affured , 'that although time would not reſtore bk 
thoſe had loſt-it 3. yet he would certainly. unite then 
their loves, by giving death to thoſe that ſought it : 
ETERNITY, (though infinite and buundle(s) c 
in all the vafineſs of its extenſion, furniſh this Soul with 
leaft-ray of hope, that fhe ſhall meet again with thok 
ceitful pleaſutes wherein. ſhe had eſtabliſhed her. Cot 
ment. 

The miſeries we ſuffer during our-union with ourke 
have ever with them this double Comfort, viz- that 6 
they themſelves will change their nature, or we change 
opinions touching the nature of them- The courſe of th 
we fee. is variable 3 and we may probably imagine, t| 
our Joys have pafſed , fo alſo will thoſe things that dv 
Mk us 3 or elſe, that.the acquaintance we ſhall make 
miſery, will in tire fo-far alter the natare thereof, thatY 


gature of Eternity, &c. To 
11 be no Jonger troubled at' ic, The: c& Poylons 
5 trac of time, become natural Food rg:thoie that: arc 
afomcd to them 2: *as Heretofore\, we vead, 'iftha 
+ that King, from whom we have the'name and uſe of 
v&:14rte, Whereas the miferies 'of an Eternal condition 
never receive caſe by any alteration , either in the thi 
-nſclycs, or in 'the mindes of thoſe that faffer them ; be- 
aſe Eternity is nothing eMe but a fixed inſtant, always per- 
anent 4 and Time is fo effentially ncedffary nai , 
bat it cannot be wronght but by its means 3 cocentiag ts 
fore-recited Maxime, Ju inflants non fit mut «tio. | 
The Torment which Mezentizs ( mentioned by Virgil tn 
is Eneids ) uſed to his Captives, hath ſome imp:rfet weak 
{mblance of this poor Souls-conditien. That Tyrant uſed 
o faſten them unto dead bodies-, joyning their hands, their 
et, their mouthes, their eyes, and all their other parts, with 
&t of putrid carcaſes. 'Let us conſider what were the 
zhts of thoſe poor miſerable wretches , who though li- 
ing in themſelves, were by thiz union hindred from cxerci- 
ing any the aRtions of life 3 and notwithitanding their na- 
rral ayerfion from ſtench , from rottermeſs, and from cor- 
vption, wzre'yct forced-to- converſe onely with them 3- ex 
hanging all -the happineſs of life, to entertain thiſe diſinal 
pbjects, which preſented them with nought but ghaſtline(s and 
That anto which thoſe wretches were compelted by out- 
rd violence , is an imperfe@ repreſentation of what hap- 
pens to this: ſoul by her depraved habits and affeftions., She 
th made choice of bodily delights and pleaſures, as her 
ducfeſt good : ſhe hath employed, during her life, the facul- 
of her Underftanding in the contemplating , and that of 
xt Will in the enjoyment of them. The often reiteration of 
beſeaQts and judgements, have powerfally imprinted them 
within her 3 and being thus diſpoſed, her temporal wnifon 
th the body hath been diſſolved, and ſhe's become x dwel- 
rmETERNITY, where (as I have already ſhewed) 
he is not capable of alteratiov. She yery well perceives the 
aſt unworthinels and vanity of thofe achights, and the-im- 
E 2 pollibility 
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prpiy of ever.coming / tq enjoy them 3 but canny 
r inclinations: tothe 3 which aot permitting her t, 
exciſe her faculties. op objeRs worthy her (elf , fill ker y 
notions. of cartbly, fading, and corruptible things z why 
(beginning to be now ſenſible of her own natural pery 
ons } ſhe cannot caſt a thought , but doth repleniſh her y 
horxour, with confuſion, and affrightment. 
 Fhe condition of a Soul puffed up with the pride &| 
mane Knowledge, oz the ambitious delire of Powe 
Command, after her ſeparation from the body, is yu n; 
more deplorable than that of the other. The failings | 
one, have proceeded from @ grols ignorance of the true 
was to be followed, and from a ſoft compliance with the| 
dy. 3 whereas; this, other hath offended out of Malice, 
Contempt of: the Fizſt Cauſe , from whom ſhe hath recay 
her being: -the one-is to be looked on as a fimple Malchit 
whercas this other cannot be conſidered but as a Trayta 
a Kebel , who hath attempted to invade the rights of | 
. Crgator , and endeavoured to inde out a Wildome, andc; 
þliſh a Power, which ſhould be independent of him. Ti 
| Paſſions are proportionableunto the Cauſes from whencetl 
. pring 3. fo as if the one: give her (elf over to the weak k 
ſions of Grief and Lamentation,, this other falling from 
height of her ambitious pretences, muſt needs abandon | 
(elf unto Deſpair, to Rage, and Fury. She hath been (of 
blinded during this life by the opinion of her own wiſde 
and (uffciencie.,, or. dazled. with the falſe luſtre of her digs 
- ties and power ,. that the refuſed to fioop to. the Diving 
and. acknowledge: him. the. onely giver of them : ſhe k 
therefore —_— her (elf, unto her ſelf, as the main End 
all her afions 3 and. having thus cſtabliſhed a Chief G 
oppoſite unto, that of, all. the other creatures, and ſetled! 
ber ſelf. the notions and affeGions thereof , ſhe hath b:en 
paxated from the. body,” when coming to diſcover the tyuen 
ture. and. cauſe of things, ſhe findes,. that all things. whid 
have a being depend on God, as the Fizſt cauſe, and are wi 
ingly ſubordinate to, him as the End for which they wet 
. Ecated ;, That hex {clE, is like a Prodigic in Nature ,, wh 
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all the other creatures exprobrate with this her vile Ingrati- 
tude, Treaſon , and Rebellion againſt their Maker. What 
can ſhe do, having thus provily contemned” her God, and 
Þdcing her (elf forſaken and deteſted by all other things , but 
ſeek out a retirement in her ſelf, where her proud thoughts, 
deſpoiled of that falſe Greatneſs they had fancicd , feed her 
continually with Envie, Rancour, and Deſpight, againſt her 
{:llow-creatures and the Deity. 

Her caſe (in my opinion ) bath ſome reſemblance with that 
of Bajazet King of the Turks, he who was overcome ard 
taken priſoner by the great Temerlane. This provd Prince 
ſaw himlſclf maſter of the berter part of 4ſiz 3 and having 
ſwallowed in his ambitious thoughts the Monarchy of the 
whole world, had beſieged the Grecian Emperour 'in his Im- 

rial Citie, which he was upon the point of taking : but 
in the midſt of all his fattering profperities, he was invaded 
by this Tamerlane , who having defeated him in a great Bat- 
tel,cauſed him to be ſhut up in an Iron-Cage , whercih being, 
incloſed, he expoled him unto the mockery of all his Army, 
and uſed him as a Footſtool to tread upon, whenſoever he had 
an occalion to get on horſeback. What were the thoughts 
of this proud Tyrant , who having lately had the diſpoſal of 
a World of men, and being regarded by them as a Deity, was 
ſaddenly become the ſcorn of Boys and Lackeys; and having 
formerly fancied to himſclf the Empire of the world, was 
forced to (erve another as his Footſtool ? All his paſt Great- 
neſs, Power, and Profperities, had now no other being, but in 
his Memory 3 where they were always preſent, not to give 
eaſe to his Aflitions , but to increaſe the anguiſh and trouble 
of them , by inſpiring him with thoughts of rage and fury 
againſt God and men, by whom his Exp<ations had been 
fo foully diſappointed. 

' Such, we may fancie to our ſelvts, arc the Ravings of this 
poor ſoul 3 though with this difference , That Bajazet was 
able fo avoid'the trouble of them, by daſbing out nis brains 
againſt che Tron-bars of that his Priſon ; whereas this (oul 
can never quit her felt from being perſecuted by thoſe ſtings of 
Conſcience ſhe carries with her as her tortuters for all m—_ 
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Alas | how imperfe& js that apprehenſion we have of thy 
a&s which a Soul exerciſeth after her ſeparation from the hg. 
dy, by comparing them unto thoſe we are capable of duriy 
this life ? He that ſhould eſtimate the motion of the Py. 
mam Mobile, according to what he ſees performed here by; 
Snail, would not fall ſhorter in his conception of the rapi 
Swifeneſs wherewith that Sphere is whirled about this Globe 
of Earth , than we ſhall doin ours, if we reſemble the afic. 
ions of Joy and Grief, which we have here during the ugi- 
on with our material bodies, to thoſe a .Soul hath when the 
is ſevered from it ; whether we ſhall conlider her huge AQ 
vity , when ſhe is purely an immaterial ſubſtance , in compa 
riſon of what ſhe hath when ſhe is-clogged with fleſh and 
bloud 3 or the perfection of her tions, when ſhe beholds 
clearly the things themſelves in their own natures , without 
help of thoſe 1dea's, or impertcdt repreſentations of them ig 
our Fancics, which we are forced to pong yy lifez ot 
laſtly, the exemption- from time and :place , by which our 
acions here are all reſtrained , but can have no.commerce a 
all with her, who is above the reach of Time, becaulc of het 
Eternal being 3 nor can be circumſcribed by Place, as havi 
Hons of Joy an 


neither Quantity nor Matter. The aff: 
, Gricf, as they relide in the IntelleQual appetite of man , aze 
but impulſes of our Wills upon our other faculties 3 which 
carry us on to the enjoying of the one, or ſhunning the 


other, with more ar lels violence , according to the mer 
ſurc of the impreſſion we xeceive touchmg the good or cvil of 
them : the force whereof depends upon the aftive motion of 
the ſoul 3 and therein, that of one ſeparated hugely ſurpaf 
{eth what-ſhe hath here, while (he is mingled with the mals 
ot our terrcltrial bodies. 

Powder, whereof we have the daily uſe, when it remgins 
united in the maſs whereof it is compolcd, is eaſily reſtrained 
by the weak cloſure of a Tun os Barrel + but if it once takr 
hixe, will cauſe an Earthquake, and ſhake the frame of Nature, 
if it be hindrcd in its courle towards the Region of Fire, 
which is the. praper-centre whereunco it tends. The ſoul hath 
ſomg, relemblance-unto this ; her paſſions or impulſes during 

her 
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ha union with the body,/are weak and fecble 3 but being 
once divided from it, ſhe-thea hath an activity ſurpaſſing thac 
of Fire , which -makes her paſſions or impulſes become ſo 
firong and violent ,. that they bear no proportion at all with 
thoſe which we have >- and enjoy nothing common 
with them, but their appMation. Their force is allo very 
much increaſed, by the clear ſight ſhe hath of things in their 
own natures, without the help of any fecies drawa from the 
things themſelves ,;-or- the converſion of her (elf unto the 
Phantalms. 

From whence ariſeth the certainty of Knowledge, incom- 
pnible with Doubt, or with Opinioa ( which are the greatcRt 
encmics to Action) lince no man ever vehemently covers or 
fears a thing, of whoſe nature he is uncertain. And laſtly, 
they are beyond meaſure heightned , by the exemprion from 
Time and Place, which ſhe enjoys during her [tate of (cpaza- 
tion 3 whereby ſhe comprchends (after a fort) all Time aud 
Place within her (clf;. A little time, and a ſmall ſpace, are 
capable onely of little. alterations... We arc not (culible of 
the falling of one drop of water 4 whereas in time, 1t hath 
the (orce to pierce the hardeſt Marble. And the Sun-bcams, 
which being divided into ſundry places, have ſcarce the power 
to warm us, do (when they are united by a Glaſs ) b:come 
a fire that burns and ſcorcheth. 

What ſhall we fay then of a Paſſion, which hath ET E R- 
NIT Y,and an Infinity of place,tor bounds of its continuance 
and ſituation ?* All degrees-of Compariſon are here exceed- 
ed 3 and we muſt needs acknowledge , that all the miſcries 
whereof a man is capable during this life, are a meer no- 
thing, in reſpe&t of what theſe wretched, wretched fouls are 
forced to ſuffer towards the expiation of their crimes, for all 
Eternity. 


. What IT have here ſet down, hath been to explicate the 
miſcrable ſtate of- thoſe unhappie ſouls during Eternity ( ac- 
cording to the ordinary courſe of Natural cauſes) who devia» 
ting from the true Good , for the enjoyment whereot they 
were created, have purſued their own vicious ny 
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and aff: ions, in Read thereof, But who is the that can he 
able to diſcover. the Immenlſe'greatne(s of theſe Poniſhmenty 
which the ſtri& Juſtice of "an offciitied Deity will infliQ up: 
on them, for their-ingratitude zgminft'Him'-? | Here all ex: 
priflion is dumb'; ' and we-multkgpeeds acknowledge , ow 
hearts arc too too narrow to comMehend the valt Abyſles of 
his Judgements, as well as the overflowing Torrents of his 
Mercjes. Yet fince Himſelf hath by his onely Son ſ-at down 
from heaven, been pleaſed to communicate ſomething cone 
cerning them unto Mankinde 3 I ſhall with reverence draw 


neer, and without prying curiouſly into the hidden ſecrets' of 


them, attempt to take a ſhort imperfe& view of the proctes 
dings which-the Divine Juſtice will order to be made againſt 
thefe malcfacors, for the condigne puniſhment«bt their of- 
fences. | Il TY 

How deplorable is the eondition of theſe ſouls / according 
unto what I have deſcribed already ! and yet how happie 
were it, in reſp«& of what it is, were they but leſt alone, to 
be tormented onely by themſelves ? For they have ſcarce be- 
gun to make a ſad acquaintance with: their miſeries , when 
they are ſuddenly invironed with a multitude of Devils, 
whoſe ugly ſhapes cauſe an affrightment-in them, equal to 
that -of the employment upon which they come z and that 
15, to convey them unto the dreadful Judgement-ſeat of God. 
Theſe Fiends do now begin to glory in the ſucceſs of their 
temptations 3 and whilſt they drag them to the place where 
they are to 'reccive the Sentence ot -their Condemnation, pra- 
ile upon them all thoſe barbarous cruelties which an inſul- 
ting mercileſs enemy can ule againlt a captived wretch , deli- 
vercd over to his rage and fury. They now have executed 
their Commillion 3 and thele poor guilty ſouls tremble with 
horrour, to ſee themſelves preiented before the dreaded Ma» 


jeſtic of him , whom having form-7ly rejected for their Ad- » 


vacate, and their Redeemer , they wwit'how ſubmit unto, as 
Judge of all their actions and deportments, / Thoſe rays of 
Glory which ſtreaming icom his ſacred pcrion, repleniſh all 
the Saints and Angels with unſpeakable content and plea- 
fure, fill chem with an excels. of hoxrour: and» deſpair, by 
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aking them _ upon the innocence wherein they were 
ated, the happinels for which thay were:ordaincd,. the baſe 
"worthineſs of that. for:love whereof theybave caft off the 
and forfcited the later. , the I of chole 
{ions wherewith they are now filled in ftead of them and 
{{ly, that all this muſt bez proclaimed , and juſtihed againſt 
hem; before the dreadful Majeſtic of God, in preſence ot the 
as and Angels, by their own. Conſcitences produced as wit 
ſſes againſi them, to their eternal ſhame and infamy :: 
wt ibcompaſſed with a Legion of theſe torturing thoughts, 
« well as Devils, they know not whether of the. two hath 

ater torment , cither the expeRation of the Sentence, or 
k. execution Of it. 
And yet that ſame is wonderfully terrible : for they: are 
tereby baviſhed from the preſence of Almighty God , and 
loomed to live in everlaſting Fire, provided for the devil and 
hisangels, from all Eternity. A diſmal manſion, whether we 
hall conſider the place it ſelf, which is a region belching out 
perpetual flames, and yet covered with an impenetrable dark- 
vels3:0r the ſociety of the inhabitants thereof, (who are the 
Devils, implacable enemies of Humane kinde) whoſe malice 
keeps chem perpetually buſicd in the invention of new tor- 
ments; "whereby to adde unto the greatneſs of their afflicki- 
ons 3 or laſtly, thcir-entertaiments whilſt they abide there, 
which ( as the Son of God himſelf informs us) are weeping 
and gnaſhing of their teeth for all Eternity, 

Ta not go obout to reckon up the ſundry kindes of Pu- 
nihments inflicted there; on leveral perſons, according to the 
vature of their ſeveral Crimes : the ſulphurous Potions which 
be Drunkard (hall there be forced to ſwallow down, in ſtcad 
of the delicious Winzs wherein he placed his greateſt happi» 
ack ; the Loathſome food wherewith the Glutton ſhall there 
bycrammed, in licu of his ghoice Featts, and ſumptuous Ban- 
quets3 the Scorns, Indignities and Contempts to. which the 
Proud ambitious man ſhall be expoſed, in exchange of that 
RelpeR and: Honour he ſought: tor here. : and all thoſe diffe- 
rent- kindes ot Tortures whwth the Diyine Juſtice diſpenſeth 
vithan admirable order, amid that borzqur and confulion,ac- 
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cording to the different Crimes whercof zheſe ſouls hay 
been guilty, thofe have already been copiouſly decyp 
Other excellent Pens, and cannot be compriſed by me w 
the compals of this ſhort Diſcourſe : nor do I compre 
how. theſe material things may ( by the ordinary courk 
Nature) work any alteration in the immatcrial ſoul, whey 
is ſeparated from the body : ( for I ſpeak nothing of her 
dition after the ReſurreAion , when ſhe ſhall be again wi 
to it ; ) but I muſt needs conclude her torments far ex 
the force of humane underſtanding to conceive, when I q 
fider the infinite Majeſtic of that God , for fatisfaQig 
whoſe juſtice they are appointed 3- the ablolure unlimi 
power of him by whoſe order they are inflicted 3 the hy 
aQivity of a feparated ſoul, by whom they are ſuffered; 
the endleſs continuance of. E TER N-LT Y,duting all whi 
they are to be endured. 


We have accompanied theſe miſerable ſouls unto the big” 
of that Infernal lake, wherein whoever falls is irrecove 
loſt for all Eternity : te perſons ! to have at all re 
ved a being ,.. ſince they muſt there exchange the mome 
pleaſures they have enjoyed in giving, fatisfaQion to the 
own unbridkd Appetites, to live in everlaſting flames, tl 
mented by the devils, and the ting of their own Conſcieas 4 
more czuet to them: than thoſe helliſh Monſters amooetf-: 
whom they-are confined bythe Divine juſtice, for their pune, 
ment and our example. : = » 

Let us now: alter the Scene, and quitting theſt (ad ſpew, 
des of. horrour and affrightment, turn all our thoughts 
the contemplation of a fon} , who, daring life, hath propel 
{crious conſideration of the nnfpeakable benefits ſhe hath wil, 
cevved from him , in her. Creation, in: her Retlemption, wii 
cantinual Preſervation , hath (by.an aQtiof generous Gruih 
tude) caſt off al} thoughts of Luſt, of Vanicy,or Pride, wh 
unto the was inclined by her concupiſcences and aff:Rions, to 
ſacritice her ſelf entirety unto the performance of his will 
and pleaſure. ; the Divine grace ({econding —— 
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am) hath ſo illuminated her with the endent beagns 
avenly light, that ſhe hath been enabled to difcover ſame 

F e of thoſe admirable —_—_— of her Creator, 
ht whereof hath caviſhed all hex powers, (b that en- 
Ted on his Celeſtial beauty , ſhe hath converfed durjng 
-atfi6n with the body, onely in heaven 5 all hex thoughts, 
s. and affecions, being continually preſent there, where 
ud placed her onely treaſure. Death, whoſe grim viſage 
whts the moſt couragious ſpirits, 15 welcome ty her 3, and 


loth quit with joy the baſe attirc of fleſh, and of corrupti- 
Gat th may put on immortality. Let us a little con- 
«the bleſſedneſs of her condition , ip this ate of ſepa» 


Knowledge , whoſe obje& js the true natuxe ang cauſe of 
mes, is fo hard to be attained unto during this life, that che 
fophcrs (who have employed themſelves in the ſearch of 
have, a great part of them, deſpaired' of being able tg 
le it out, The Academicky ( a Se& of them much xe- 
xd ig ancient time) pronounced boldly , that theze was 
thing whatſoever could be known. The Scepricks (pro- 
wing ſomething, more warily) held that no demopftratiog 
be made 3 and did thetefpre continue doubtfy), deny» 
r their aſſent unto the truth of any Propofition. And 
i Philoſophers who (following Ariſtotle ) have eſtabliſhed 


Wh our Schools a Form of Leaxning , do (by a Tyranny M7 
hou 


zaſe over pur Reaſon ) command us to admit, wit 

v4, ſo many Grounds, or Principles, upon which rhey eſta- 

th the Do&trine - they deliver , that drvers of our choiceſt 
ern Wits have theuce taken dgcaſion to diſpute againſt 
wand to endeavour the overthrowing of all that ſiruQure 
have built upon them, 


of "iis incxtricable Labyrinth, wherein Truth is ſhut up, bes 


ous by mortal men, cauſed Socrates (after all his 


WF inche fcarch of her) conclude, that he was ignorant of 


) 


> iv, to finde the reaſon of its _—_ and Flowings, 
| 2 


hings etfe, ſave onely this, That he knew nothing. And 
(pair of bcivg able to finde her out, made Ariftotle throw 
af headlong into the Ocean, aftex he had long fought, in 


But 
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ut (he, who doth fo carefully conceal her ſelf from! 

that live, ſeth freely all her beauties t0 be viewed gy, 
this ſeparated ſoul, and fills hex with the fulneſs of chat 
ledge in one inſtant, whoſe ſmalleſt portion we ſcarcely, 
by the continual fiudy of many Ages. The contemgly 
whereof is a. contentment infinitely ſurpaſling all thoſe; 
fares which we are capable of during this lite. The Que 
Sheba , upon the fame onely of Selomax's great wild 
thought it well worth her labour, to quit the pleaſurgg 
Court, and expoſing her ſelf unto the trouble, toil, and 4 
gers incident to a long voyage, came from the furtheſi 
all the Eaſt to finde him out, that ſhe might have the ſag 
Qion to become a hearer of it. Alexander the Great pn 
at ſo high a. rate thoſe notions of Philoſophy he had rx 
from Ariſtotle during the time he was his Pupil, that he wg 
ſed to ſay, he had. a greater obligation to his Tutor, thy 
his father Philip 3 *and yet he had from him. received his 
ing, and power ſuſfcient to make himſelf the wonder of 
ceeding Ages, by reaſon of his glorious Victories. and 
queſts. And Archimedes. (the great Artitt) had all his po 
and facultigs ſo wholly taken up by the contentment he 
in ſpeculating of thoſe Demonſtrations he had inventedtox 
ing the ſ;mmetry and proportion of Bodies, that all ther 
and fury, was practiſcd at the taking in of Syracxſa , and 
deſtruction of thoſe innocent inhabitants which peopledi 
tnluckie Citie ( whereof himſelf was one ) could notdn 
him from the pleaſure of it, ox once afford him leaſure tons 
anſwer to. a Souldier who asked his name, with an. inten 
to have preſerved him.. 

IF this ſmall. dawn of Knowledge hath appearcd unto 
eyes of the beholders with ſo glorious a luſtre, as mat 
preferable befoxe, the ſumptuous, Magnificences of a (ple 
Court, the glittering, brightneſs of a Crown, and Scepte, 
Life it ſelf ; What ſhall we (ay of that exceſs of x 
wherewith this ſoul is filled, when ſhe enjoys the fulne 

* all knowledge, and clearly fees the cauſes, nature, proper 
and.qualities of all the workmanſhips of God ? when lhe 
Holds his admirable wildome, power, and providence , © 


nature of Eternity, &c. 37 


ciſed in the continual upholding of this huge Fabkiick ? and 
how trom the great contraricty ard ſtrife there is between 
the parts whercot it is compoſed , he draws the preſervation 
of the whole , by a perpetual Serics of Generation and Cor- 
ruption ? how Death, which ſeems to be ordained for de- 
troying the Soclety of Humane kinde, is the main Baſis: 
whereupon it reſts 3 becauſe the fear thereof withho'ds vici- 
ous perſons from falling headlong into the depth of wicked- 
nels , and the hope of it animates vertuous men to perkitt 
conltantly in the rough craggie ways of Good-and Veriue ? 
Thole rare effes of Nature, that puzzle all ous choicelt Wits 
in ſearching out their hidden cauſcs, are then made ealie to 
her 3 and ſhe doth plainly underitand, whether the I 1ux.s ard 
Refluxes of the Ocean are guided by the motion of the Moan, 
or the impulſe of that continual winde railed urder the A-- 
tor by the Sun ; Whether that contiant inclination of the 
Loadftone towards the North, whereby we arc cnabled to 
make diſcoveries of the.remotc(t Creeks and Corners oft the 
Sea, is cauſed by an attraQive quality refiding, in the Poles of 
the Earch , which being {omewhat diftercnt trom thoſe we 
fancie in the Heavens, produceth that ſmall variaiion we ob- 
ſerve daily in the Compals 3 or by thoſe (treams of Atomes 
drawn- by the Suns great heat between the Tropicks, which 
flowing evermore from North to South , and penetrating all 
the ſubtile pores whereof the Stone is full, while it remains 
withio the carth in that poſition, doth in continuance of time 
beget this property 3 which we.can imitate by often heating of 
an Iron, and placing it to cool (while yet the pores thereof are 
opened by the fire) due North and South. Or Jaltly , Whe- 
ther that quality, together with. the power whereby the ſame 
is by a touch communicated to the Needle, and that where- 
by it attracts Iron to it (elf, depend on-cauſes whereof as yet 
Mankinde is ignorant 3 whoſe knowledge is by providence 
reſcrved'to the diſcovery of poſterity , in that Age which (hall 
ſucceed us, as the exptrience was to thoſe in that which went 
before us- Whether the cheartul Light, which we (ce darted 
by the Sun from Eaſt to Welt, is but a quality communicated 
by him.in an inſtant to all the air, throughout the vaſt extent. 
l . of 


. 28 A Difcourſe upon the 
of out Horizon 4 or is the Body of the Fire it ſelf, which he. 
ing the moſt a&ive element, and flowing from the Sun as frog 
its fountain, into the liquid element of -Air, prevents by ug 
vaſt diſtance from us, huge expanſion , and active {wiſtneſs, 
our feeling and our ſight trom being ſenſible of any thing 
which might inform our underttanding touching the meaſure 
of its heat and motion, Whether the never-ceafing turns 
we have of day and night, proceed from the perpetual mg- 
tion of all the Heavens, carried about by the great violence of 
the Primum Mobile, or from the motion of the Earth on its 
own Axis, expoſing all the ſeveral parts of it ſuccefſively to be 
enlightned by the Sun. Whether the Planets are fixed cach 


of them in a ſeveral Sphere, whoſe motion doth direct theig- 


Courſes 3 or (which ſome think they can demonſtrate of the 
Sun} move all of them (except the Moon) upon their {evera| 
Axes, like the Earth. How far their different Influences and 
Aſpes govern all Sublunary bodies , cauſing the births and 
periods of States and Monarchies, and the particular happi- 
nels and miſery of private men. 

But above all , ſhe is entirely ſatisfied with ſeeing how the 
Infallibility of Gods Preſcience infringeth not the liberty 6f 
mans Free-will : How nothing here below happens by chance, 
but that his Providence , diſpoſing ſweetly all thoſe things 
which he hath wrought , permits the miſerics of good, and 
the proſperitics of wicked men, for the advantage of his ſcr- 
vice, by exerciſing and inftruing of the one, and by reclai- 
ming of the other. Apd how , in fine, by the mſcrutable 
Meand>rs of his Judgements , he ordcereth {o, that all the vik 
lany and wickedneſs is practiſed here, co-nperates unto the 
ood of his Elect, and the increaſe of his own glory. 

In theſe employments ſbe might with joy ſpend an inhnity 
of time, were the not taken off by others, of much more de- 
light and cunſ{.quence : for the no ſooner leaves Times re> 
gion, and comes upon the confines of Eternity, but ſhe's at- 
tended by a Troop of Angels appointed to convoy her unto 
the glorious Court of her Creator 3 and ſhe-receives by them 
an Invitation is ſent unto her by God himfelt, ltke unto that 
we read of in the Canticles : Fam byems tranſit, imber abiit 
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nature of Eternity, 8c. 29 
& receſſit \ ſurge amica mea, & veni* My friend ! the winter cf 
thy chilling cares and fears is paſt, the ſhowers of all thy tears 
are 10ow blown over 3 ariſe therefore, and mount up unto the 
ever-blciſed —_—_ Eternity. Who can expreſs thoſe 
extaſies of joy this Summons cauſeth ? or fancie to himſelf 
the leaſt Ide of thoſe pleafing raptures wherewith ſhe is pol- 
{:\ſ:d , when ſhe beholds the beauties of the Imperial heaven, 
which now ſiands open' to receive her ? 

Thoſe holy Saints, and pious men, who have endeavoured 
toinflame us with the love of Vertue, by hope of the reward 
to come, accommodating their expreſſions to our conceits, de= 
{cribe it to us like a ſpacious Citie built all of gold and preti- 
ous ſtones 3- whole gates are cach of them compoſed of one 
entixe Pearl 3 whoſe walls-are made not for defence, but orna- 
ment, becanſe her enemics are all deſtroyed, and ſhe eſtabliſh- 
edin ſecurity, above the reach of Time or Fortune 3; whoſe 
houſes are of Jaſper and Porphyry, inlaid with Rubies, Dia- 
monds,and Carbuncles z where Gold and poliſhed Marble are 
not employcd but for the meanclt ufes; every of whoſe in- 
habitants 15 a great ing, and hath dominion over all the 
works of Nature 3 a beauty that outſhines the Sun in greateſt 
height of all his glory 3 an aAivity ſupaſſing that of Light- 
ning, accompanied with youth and health, which never ſhall 
decay for all Eternity : within the circuit of thoſe walls they 
repieſent unto us a large field, beantified with 2ll the choice 
vatiety of flowers that can be thought on , whoſe fragrant 
{mel} ſends forth a moſt delicious Perfume to the Senſes ; in 
midſt whereof,paſſeth a purling ſtream of living waters,which 
whoſo taſtes, ſhall never thirſt for all Eternity z where a con- 
tinual Spring preſerves all Plants in the full freſhneſs of their 
prime and verdure : where an cternal day ſuffers not the leaſt 
eclipſe of night or darkneſs : there all the bleſſed dwellers in _ 

5 heavenly country do entertain cach other in perfect love 
and concord , with fulneſs of all joys and pleaſures; whoſe 
compleat happinc(s canmever be diſturbed by the unwelcome 
preſence of an enemy, or the ſad parting of a friend. 

What a meer Nothing are all the flattering ſhadows of Con- 
(ent-we graſp at during life , being comparcd to thoſe of this 
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Celcſtia) manſion which I have here deſcribed ? And yet theſ 
, are the outſide onely of their joys, not to be prized at all, 
\, once compared to that wherein conſiſts the effence of their 
rfc& bliſs and happineſs. Gold, Marble, Pretious Stong, 
ir Fields, cool Springs, the company of Saints and Angeh, 
veraign power, Beauty, Activity, Youth, Health, Impaſi. 
bilicy,and Immortality it (c1f, can never ſatishe the immateriy 
ſoul, without the viſion of her Lord and Maker : this is the 
centre whereunto ſhe tends, the obje@ of her powers and 14 
cultics, This being once obtained, brings with it full repok 
and quietneſs.3 which all created things can never do : ang 
this is here communicated freely to her, whercby her under 
ſtanding is fully fatished with the clear knowledge of a 
things, by ſight of him, whois both the firlt cauſe, and twih 
it ſelt : her Will ftindes allo here whatever obje& it defireth, 
in the ſecure poſſeſſion of all good things, which are unitedin 
his nature, who is Good it {clt. 

Who can deſcribe the infinite advantages, prerogatives, and 
dignities, that do accompany this bleſſed viſion ? Words ar 
too feeble to expreſs , and humane hyarts (though ne'r 
large) arc too too narrow to conceive them. 


Let us conclude, that as that man who doth partake 
wiſdome is truly wiſe, and who hath courage becometh vals 
ant ; even (o this bleſſed ſoul, being ingulph'd in contempls 
tion of the Deity, by the ſtrict union which that cauſcth of al 
her faculties to:him, is in ſome ſort a God 3 enjoying all per 
fections by participation , which God himſelf hath by pro 
pricty. | 
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[ 
-— 6 haiſhed thefe two firſt Heads of this Diſcowle z 
to wit, A deſcription of what ETERNITY is, and 
ut our condition will be when we ſhall come to be parta- 
wot it 3 there remained in the.la(t place, that I ſhouttd, ac- 
ling to my promite, have-ſet down (uch Rules for conduct 
out Lives, whilſt we are here, as might ( bcing obſerved) 
wer us perfectly happie, when we ſhould come to be inha+ 
(s in that our country. 
Theſe Rules I meant ſhould have compriſed within them 
| the Vertues z which may be well reduced unto two Heads 
tisto ay, thoſe which have for their object the Divinity it 
f, and thoſe that (erve for the well- ordering and diſpoling 
our actions. 
4 I Theprincipal ones of the firſt kinde , are thoſe we call the 
* Whcological vertues 3 Faith, Hope, and Charity : whereot 
0 We hrlt breeds in us a pertet relignation of our underſtandings 
to God, by aflenting with humility and conſtancy, without 
bt or helitation , unto thoſe Truths which he hath plea- 
| toreveal to us, for the ſalvation of our ſouls. The ſecond 
akes us with patience and perſeverance continue in the way 
Vertue , expeQRing to be made partakers of all thoſe blef- 
$ be hath promiſed to his ſervants. And the third cauſeth ey 
| entire union of our Will with his 3 which is the greateſt | 
agat of Chriſtian perfection, and the affured means to at- 
In unto an everlaſting Bliſs. 
Among thoſe of the (econd kinde(being the Moral vertues) 
le chiefeſt are, Prudence, Juſtice, Fortitude, and Temp. rance, 
ommonly called the Cardinal Vertnes ) which erve for the 
l-ordering and diſpoſing of all the taculties, paſſions, and 
ions of our ſouls. Prudence, which ought to prelide in 
the conſultations of our Underſtanding : Jultice, to go+ 
mall the reſolutions of our Will ; Fortitude, to keep in due 
dxGion the paflions compriſed — Pears notion of 
tne 
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42 A Diſrotirſe upon the 
the Iraſcible part vf man : and Temperance, to bridle 
orbitance of our Concupiſcences and affeRions. ' 

I had intended to have deſcribed at large the natuy 
the qualitics of all theſe Vertues 3 and to have ſhewe 
all the other may be deduced out of theſe Seven, by rea 
the connexion and relation they have unto each other, 

I had meant, in the contexture of that Diſcourſe, to hay 

down the way and means to purge our ſouls from all th 

praved inclinations and habits which axe oppoſite untoth 

that being thereby cleanſed from the ruſt and filth ot 
chey might become capable ſubjects of being illuminated 

divine grace , and be enabled to diſcover his admirabley 

ne(s and perfeQions 3 whereon being enamoured, they n 

by fervent a&s of Charity unite their Wills entirely unt} 
and thereby mount unto the top of Chriſtian perfeCtion,zi 
is the affured means of being happie in Eternity. 

I ſay I had intended : for (although I had ſpent ſomey 
in the digeſting and ordering of this matter, yet) I wy; 
unto a ſtand in that defigne , by a reflexion which I cha 
to- make upon a Saying ot that glorious Saint, and Dody 
the Church of God, St. Cyprian , who writing unto ſon; 
the Ethaicks touching the Lives and Studies of the ( 
ans, (peaks thus : Philoſophi faGiis non verbis ſurmus \ nec my 
loguimer, ſed vivimws : that is , We are Philoſophers in 
actions, not in our words 3 nor do we ſpeak great thing, 
practiſe them. It'ſcerns this holy man thought it muchi 
ter for a Chriſtian to exerciſe himſelf in vercuous aRions; 
in deſcribing the nature of the Vertues. 

Now this opinion of ſo grave and reverend a Fatha 
the Church having at firſt cauſed me to doubt whethe 
ſhould proceed to perfecting the Work I had in hand; It 
a reſolution, ſome time after,to give. it over, upon the read 
of a paſlage reported by ſome Writers'in the Life of Or 
(that Prodigie of Wit and Learning : ). they ſet down, i! 
being in his old-age ſenſible of divers errours he had run; 
to, (which made his followers be condemned as Hereticks) 
came into. the Church , with an intention to' expound { 
paſlage out of the Scripture, for the iottruction of the pec 


| nature of Eternity, &c. 143 
and-to that purpoſe opening the Book , he chanced' to light 
upon a paſſage in the Pſalms of. David, wherem the holy Pro- 
phet ſpeaking of God, faith thas ; Pectatori dixit  Quare tu 
enarras gloriam meam', & afſunu. teſtamentum menm ix 05 
mum / In Engliſh thus : He (meaning God) (aid unto the 
finner , Wherefore doſt thou ſhew forth my'glory, and dolt 
afſume my Teſtament into thy mouth ?-, The penitent, old 
man taking this reproof as; ſpoken unto; himſelf, built forth 
into a floud of tears , which took from him the uſe of ſpecch 3 
and retiring out of the Church , abandoned all the thoughts 
of teaching others, that he mighe ſpend the ſhort remainder 
of his life in the reſorming of himlelf. 

The Reaſons which prevailed with this great Door , have 
wrought the ſame effect. with me 3 and I reſolved to quit the 
father buſying of my ſelf in an employment, whcrein'l was 
forbidden to m:ddle by reaſon of my fins , and which 1 was 
unable to perform, becauſe 1 am a firanger to the practiſe of 
thoſe Vertues I ſhould write of 3 and (o might jult'y fear that 
inconvenience would thereby happen , whereot we are forc- 
warned by our bleſſed Saviour in the Goſpel, to wit, that if 
the blinde ſhall lead the blinde, they both will fall rogether in 
the pit. 

Here therefore I give end to this Diſcourſe, with this Ad- 
vertiſement onely unto the pious Reader , That it he ſhall 
dclire to have his heart enflamed with the divine love,he muſt 
firſt neceſſarily cleanſe it from all affcctions unto fading and 
tranſitory things. 5 4a 

Szetonixs , in the Lives of the Twelve firſt Ceſars, relates, 
that when the body of the Emperour Titxs was plac: d in the 
Funeral-pile, to be conſumed with tire ( according to the cu» 
ſtom of thoſe times) his heart (after his body was reduced to 
alhes) did many times ſpring out of the flames z and being 
at laſt opened by thoſe, who wondred at the ſtrangeneſs of 
the accident , it was found to be full of Poyſon, which hin- 
drcd the operation of the fire upon it. Even £o our ſouls, 
while they continue fraught with the inordinate love of earth» 
ly things, (which are the mortal poyſon of the ſoul) refitt che 


inſpiration of the holy Spirit, and (ſuffer not themſelves = be 
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flamed by the Celeſtial fire of -Charity , which he doth ni 
fail to kindle jn thoſe hearts are fitted to receive it. 4 
The readieſt way for the devout Reader to efſet this zh 
wholly to employ his thoughts atid ſtudies m the conti 
meditation upon Eternity 3 wherein if he be farthered by aw 
thing which I have here ſet down, I then defire, that , 
have made him partaker of my Meditations , ſo he would: 
ſo make me partaker with him in his Prayers. it 
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